


Home is Football: Exhibition Description Guide

Wayfinding 
Upon entering the museum foyer through the main entrance on Flinders Street, reception can be found at the desk on the right. 
Front-of-house staff can provide a large print version of this guide upon request and advise on how to access an audio recording of the guide if preferred. 
To navigate to the exhibition, take the elevator located on the wall to the left when entering the building. Press the button to the right of the lift for level 1. Then walk 2 meters through a narrow passage to enter the lift.
Upon arriving on level 1, you can either cut diagonally across the open space to the left, and once reaching the hallway, follow along to the end where the exhibition will be on your right. 
Alternatively, you can turn left out of the elevator and follow the wall. After the first entrance on your left, turn right and proceed straight till you reach the hallway in approximately 10 metres. 
The exhibition will be on your right at the end of the hallway.  

Additional Locations in the museum:   
A bathroom, including an accessible bathroom, can be found by exiting the exhibition on level 1, and proceeding straight through the “Getting In” exhibition. The bathroom is located straight ahead on the other side.  
The Discovery Centre, a library-like, low sensory space for focussed listening and respite, can be found on the ground floor. When entering through the main entrance, follow the wall on the left along to the hallway. The entrance to the discovery centre is located on the right-hand side of the hallway, approximately 1 metre down. 
Display description 
As you come down the hall towards the gallery, a large navy graphic shows the title of the exhibition in bold orange – Home is football: belonging in Australian soccer. The background is a joyous image of players in the Bilbies blind women’s football team celebrating together on the pitch. Their uniforms are in the Australian national colours of green and gold and apart from the goalie they wear the visors worn for Blind football. 

Title: 
Home is football: Belonging in Australian Soccer  

Introduction Panel
Display description 
At the entry of the room, a wall mounted panel to your right has an introduction. The panel features a large image of a woman on the pitch.

Common Ground 
Cheers. Chatter. Connection. Football brings cultures and communities together.  
Muddy pitches and the clubroom become places to belong, when belonging isn’t always easy. 
Australia’s most played sport is more than a game. Football is a shared language, a place to feel at home.
Image caption: Bahara Kohistani, FIFA Unites Women Series, Berrechid, 2025 
Source: © Melbourne Victory 
Photographer: Ann Odong 
Image description: A woman of Afghan heritage in a red uniform is pictured in action, kicking a ball on a football pitch. She looks focused and determined.  

Graphic panel wall 

Display description 
On the left of the exhibition entrance is a wall with a glass display case, a panel with written interpretation above it. The wall is covered with a brown tinted black and white photograph. A quote in orange text is overlaid over the photo.

Quote: Football is the reason we came, friendship is the reason we stay. Stuart Bonner, President of Melbourne Rovers.

Image caption
Children from Lebanese, Italian, Greek and Anglo-Celtic backgrounds practising their football skills, Coburg West Primary School, 1988 .  
Source: State Library of Victoria Photographer: Elizabeth Gilliam 

Image description
A group of children from different backgrounds are happily playing football together in a school yard. Two boys are practising headers – the ball is mid-air between them.

Description
A panel with written information is on the wall with the large black and white photograph, to the left of the image and above the display case. 

History is football 
Football was first kicked off by British migrants in Australia in the nineteenth century, named 'soccer' to distinguish it from other codes. 
Early clubs like the Scottish Fifers and Thistles signalled cultural identity. Those emerging from post-World War II migration, like the Greek South Melbourne FC (Hellas), provided community for people who 'got you.' Even residents at Bonegilla Migrant Reception Centre formed a team in the 1950s, creating something familiar in a strange new environment. 
Yet despite its longevity, soccer was sidelined as a migrant rather than national sport - until the Matildas and Socceroos galvanised the nation. 

Image Caption
Bonegilla United Soccer Team, Border District Soccer Association Season, 1956.  
 
Back row: Dereani (coach), M. Rezuk, Bracaccini, S. Rezuk, Bierman, Todorovic (capt), Puri, Kondis 
Front row: Kloock, Fermo, Capatondi, Quarrel 
Original framed photograph donated by Georgina Dereani

Object labels 
Display description 
Against the wall in front of the large black and white photograph is a long glass topped display case. Inside are four objects from the museum’s collection laid out in a row. In front of it are labels explaining what each object is.

Label introduction
A home away from home 
For people newly arrived in Australia, football has provided a powerful sense of community. Clubs have cultivated pride in their cultural heritage and helped players and supporters find their place in our communities.   

Object: Football boots 
Football boots worn by Rino Mazzocato while playing for Juventus Football Club, Melbourne, 1950s 
Donated by Phil Magris 

Showing your stripes 
For Rino Mazzocato, it must have been natural to go from playing football in Montebulluna,Northern Italy, to lacing up his boots with a football club in Melbourne. Rino joined Brunswick Juventus after migrating in 1951.  
Juventus was formed by the Italian community in 1948 - by 1951 the team had made the first division. Their signature black and white stripes are rooted in their Italian migrant heritage. 

Description 
To the far left of the showcase is a really worn pair of brownish black leather ankle boots with long white laces and chunky studs on the soles. They look very old, and are scuffed and a bit dirty, like they've just been worn. Pretty basic, not like the football boots used today. 

Object: Magazine 
Soccer News, sent to Jim Leech in England from his friends at Frankston Football Club, Melbourne,1956 
Donated by Susan Blunden 
 
Instant friendships 
Dad had a fantastic social life, he joined many clubs, he made many friends. So it was pretty traumatic for him to have to leave.
Susan Blunden (formerly Leech) 

When Jim Leech arrived from England in 1953, Frankston Football Club offered an instant circle of friends. Jim was a joiner, and he pitched in with all the jobs needed to keep a suburban club ticking along.  
To his lifelong regret, he had to return to England in 1956 when his wife became unwell.  
 
Description 
Second from the left is a vintage looking A5 sized 12-page booklet, the front cover is on display. It is cream paper with red printed graphics and text that reads 'SOCCER NEWS. THE MAGAZINE OF THE VICTORIAN AMATEUR SOCCER FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. SATURDAY 12 MAY 1956.' There is a simple illustration of two male football players, one reaching out to grab the ball and the other falling to the ground. 

Object: Soccer ball 
Football belonging to Attila Abonyi, signed by members of the Socceroos World Cup team, 1974 
Donated by Joseph Abonyi  
 
Playing for country, old and new 
My parents didn’t have a word of English…but the fact there was a Hungarian soccer club, they could go along ...and mingle with Hungarians. It was a social event even more than a football club. 
Attila Abonyi quoted in Sportblog article, Joe Gorman, 2014  
Attila Abonyi was ten years old when his family fled Hungary in 1957, escaping the Soviet invasion.  
By 1960 he was playing for the newly formed Melbourne Hungaria and was part of the team that lifted the Australia Cup in 1967.  
He went on to play for the Socceroos in the 1974 World Cup, becoming one of Australia’s greatest footballers.  

Description 
Second from the right is an old football made from patches of white leather hand-sewn together. The ball is worn and a bit dirty. It has handwritten signatures all over it and printed writing in black says 'Official FOOTBALL GOLD CUP'. 

Object: Jersey 
Jersey, Brunswick Zebras Under-18s Girls Team, Melbourne, 2010 
Donated by Brunswick Zebras Football Club 
 
Through fresh eyes 
You see lots of people coming together just to play soccer, it’s just wonderful, you get to know their culture, you get to know them as well. Samry Tsagaye, striker, 2010 
In 2009, a diverse group of girls were brought together to play football at the Brunswick Zebras. A cross-cultural community initiative by Spectrum Migrant Resource Centre Preston and the Community Coaching Program brought together players from Muslim backgrounds and existing players.  
The Zebras focused on providing an inclusive environment for girls of all backgrounds to play football. 
Description 
On the far right is a short-sleeved guernsey made from synthetic fabric with black and white vertical stripes. The guernsey is displayed folded showing the top half with a white collar. There is a small oval-shaped badge which has a zebra head, black and white stripes and the words 'BRUNSWICK ZEBRAS FC.' There is also a brown sponsor's logo for Vittoria Coffee on the front. 

Locker interpretation panels 

Description 
The main wall of the exhibition is made up of vertical displays that look like lockers. The lockers are tall and long, coloured orange and have a retro feel to them. They are surrounded by wood panelling made to look like the surroundings of lockers in a change room.  The locker displays are angled, so visitors explore one story at time. Each ‘locker’ has a photograph of a player, a quote from them, and their story. Some lockers contain additional photos or items. When standing at one end of the display, it looks like a wall of lockers. But on one angle of each of the lockers is a portion of a larger photo - when standing at the other end, the photos merge together to form a large image of a crowd at a stadium.  

Going from left to right, the first locker is about Charlotte Dougherty. It begins with a large quote. Underneath it is her story, with her photograph beside. Underneath the photograph sits a black pair of blind football blackout eye shades, which look similar to ski googles but are fully blacked out.  
Beneath is an image of her team.  
Quote: ‘I want the next little girl who is blind to know that football is something  she can do – there’s a  community ready to welcome her’


Locker text
INCLUSION IS FOOTBALL 
Charlotte Dougherty , The Bilbies 
 
Charlotte Dougherty can see  about four metres in front of her  – but until she discovered blind football, she kept that to herself. The football pitch is smaller, the ball jingles, the crowd is silent. Players call voy! (I’m going in Spanish) to avoid collisions. 
The skills are huge, the players’ other senses heightened. Charlotte’s always loved football, and now she plays for the Australian Women’s Blind Football team as well as championing accessible sport programs: I look back and I think that 16 year old me would not have expected football to be everything I do – my work, my play, my life. And I love it! 
Image captions 
Charlotte Dougherty, 2026  
Source: Charlotte Dougherty  
Photographer: © Jo Whittet / Australian Blind Football 
 
Australian v. England, IBSA Women’s Blind Football World Grand Prix, Osaka 2025 
Source: Japanese Blind Football Association 
Photographer: © Harue Wanibe 

Image descriptions
A smiling young woman with plaited hair (Charlotte) is dressed in the Bilbies green and gold uniform. She holds a ball and a black blind football visor in her hands.  
 
An on-the-pitch action shot shows three Bilbies players dressed in green and gold and Blind Football visors, playing in the rain. A player from the other team in white and navy has just kicked the ball but is blocked by a Bilbies player. The stands are busy, and onlookers carry umbrellas.  
Description 
 
The next locker is about Lydia Williams. It begins with a large image of her leaping in the air to catch a ball. Underneath it is her story, with her photograph and quote beside. 

Quote: ‘I feel like I’m myself when  having football in my life.’ 

Locker text
FREEDOM IS FOOTBALL 
 
Lydia Williams 
For former Matildas Goalkeeper and Matildas legend  Lydia Williams, the pitch is a place of freedom. Moving from country Western Australia to Canberra, Lydia reflects that she was different already from the get go, I didn’t like wearing shoes. Football gave her a way to find her place, and a way to feel like I’m myself…pushing myself to new heights. 
At 17, Lydia debuted for the Matildas – their first Indigenous goalkeeper. Her teammates picked her up from training, helped with her lessons, showing her the team is bigger than anyone else’s differences. An icon of women’s sport, Lydia is inspiring the next generation to find their place too. 
 
Image captions
Lydia Williams, Melbourne Victory v. Adelaide United, A-League Women, 2023 
Source: © Melbourne Victory  
Photographer: MVFC Staff 
 
Lydia Williams, Matildas v. Canada 
Source: © Football Australia  
Photographer: FA Staff 

Image descriptions 
A woman (Lydia) in light green uniform with red and white goal keepers gloves leaps into the air and catches the ball. Two other players in white and navy surround her- one captured mid-stride.  
Lydia, dressed in the Matilda’s’ goal keepers uniform and orange boots, is jubilantly smiling and clapping while walking across the pitch.  

Description 
The next locker features Stuart Bonner.  It begins with a large quote, followed by his story. To the right is a Melbourne Rovers poster, with a blue background. Below is a photograph of Stuart, and a larger photograph of the team.  
Quote: ‘We change people’s lives and I’m so proud that we do that.’ 

Locker text
PRIDE IS FOOTBALL 
Stuart Bonner, Melbourne Rovers 
 
Stuart Bonner almost walked away from the game he loved. Discrimination and  a lack of safety pushes people away: Sport can be an unwelcoming place for  LGBTQIA+ people. Stuart is now president of the Melbourne Rovers, our city’s LGBTQIA+ football club. The Rovers have built somewhere people don’t need to mask, where experienced players and beginners of all abilities and genders stand side by side.  
Stuart knows firsthand just how lifechanging this can be: Football has changed my life, and I get to see everyday the impact it has on other people. 

Image captions
Stuart Bonner, Midsumma Pride March, 2026 
Source: © Melbourne Rovers  
Photographer: Ayana Aoyagi 
 
Melbourne Rovers, Pride Football Australia, 2025  
Source: © Melbourne Rovers  
Photographer: JM Sacchetta 

Image descriptions
 A navy-blue promotional poster for the Melbourne Rovers includes the wording “Soccer for everyone, including you”. At the bottom of the poster, smaller text reads “Since 2008, Melbourne Rovers has championed inclusion in soccer, creating a safe space for everyone to learn, play and thrive”.  The Rovers logo, which features a leaping red dog surrounded by the team name and the pride and Trans flag colours.  

A smiling man with rainbow flags painted on his cheek and arm balances a giant inflatable football on his head, wearing the navy and red uniform of the Rovers. The club logo on the front of his shirt features a leaping red dog, and one sleeve of the shirt includes the pride rainbow and pale pink, white and blue of the trans flag.  
A team in Melbourne Rovers colours are huddled in a circle on the pitch, talking and smiling. Some have beards, others waved and styled hair. Stuart is on the right-hand side. There is a mood of friendship and excitement.  

Description
In the next locker, a black t-shirt is pinned above the panel text. The t-shirt features a stencil stylised black and white photo of a man with large orange text reading “#SAVE HAKEEM”. 
Below the t-shirt is Hakeem al-Araibi’s story. To the right of the text is a quote, and his photograph.

COMMUNITY IS FOOTBALL 
Hakeem al-Araibi, Former Pascoe Vale Football Club Defender
Hakeem al-Araibi sought refuge from persecution in his home country Bahrain in 2014. He found solace and joy in playing for Pascoe Vale FC and other clubs. 
Football was my life, my family, my home, it took me away from my anxiety. In 2018 Hakeem was unjustly detained on holiday in Thailand. His life was at risk. Through the #Save Hakeem campaign, the football world rallied to bring him home. 
Sadly, Hakeem sustained a serious injury, ending his playing career. I miss that part of my life, the changeroom before the game, my teammates, the grass, everything...

Quote:
‘Football is more than a game, it gives you hope, a way to connect’

Image description
A smiling man with short hair, wearing a Pascoe vale football club jacker has his arm around a child wearing a red football jumper. The mood is celebratory - the image is a taken at an event. 

Image captions
Hakeem al-Araibi at Football Unites, Pascoe Vale Football Club, 2019 Source: Mark Avellino Photographer: © Mark Avellino
The fifth locker begins with a quote. Underneath that is a story and a large photograph. To the right is a smaller photograph.

Description 
The fifth locker begins with a quote. Underneath that is a story and a large photograph. To the right is a smaller photograph.

REFUGE IS FOOTBALL 
Bahara Kohistan Afghan Women’s National Team 
Bahara Kohistani, born in Khapisa, Afghanistan, is a defender for the Afghan Women’s National Team. With her brother’s support, she started playing football as a teenager but in a society where traditional roles often limit opportunities for girls, finding a place to play sports was challenging. 
For Bahara, playing football was empowering: a way to challenge stereotypes, connect with others who shared my passion, and inspire other girls in Afghanistan to pursue their dreams regardless of societal barriers.

The situation in Afghanistan for women athletes became increasingly perilous after the Taliban took over in 2021, and Bahara was forced to leave. She and other team members found refuge in Australia and re-formed the National Team here. 
After fierce lobbying, the AWNT have finally been recognised by FIFA – they will again play on the international stage, champions of women and football.

Image description 
A woman of Afghan heritage (Bahara) in a red uniform is pictured in action, kicking a ball on a soccer pitch. 
Five women dressed in the black and white uniforms of the Afghan Women’s National Team stand in a line with their arms around each other’s shoulders. They look determined and focused.

Image captions: 
Bahara Kohistani, FIFA Unites Women Series, Berrechid, 2025 Source: © Melbourne Victory Photographer: Ann Odong 

Description 
The final locker has a large-scale image of the player on the field at the top of the display. Underneath is his story, with a quote and photograph to the right.

Locker text:
THE FUTURE IS FOOTBALL
Thomas Deng 
Yokohama F. Marinos 
Thomas Deng was six years old when his family arrived in Adelaide as refugees from Kenya. 
Football became a way for him to connect and build friendships as he adjusted to life in a new country. 
Thomas spent hours playing in local parks with his brother and friends. He debuted for the Socceroos at 18 alongside his close friend Awer. This was a testament to their resilience and self-belief: We didn’t have a role model, or a blueprint on what to expect. 
Now Thomas is providing that role model for young players striving to become part of the national and international football community: I want to see more African and South Sudanese players pursuing their dreams and reaching the highest level.

Quote: 
‘When you have football there’s no language, it was our way of communicating’
Image description 
A man of South Sudanese descent (Thomas) is pictured from the knees up on the football pitch, captured in a moment during a game. He wears the green and gold uniform of the Socceroos. His face and arms are sweaty, and a look of determination is on his face. 
Image captions: 
Thomas Deng, Australia v. China, FIFA World Cup Qualifier, 2024 Source: © Football Australia Photographer: FA Staff 
Thomas Deng, Melbourne Victory v. Guangzhou Evergrande, Asian Champions League, 2019 Source: © Melbourne Victory Photographer: MVFC Staff

Video captions
Videos in running order: 
Andrea Martin: Hall of Fame inductee 2022 
Football Victoria, 2022 (edited clips) (duration: 2 mins 47 secs) 
Team players: Brunswick Zebras Football Club 
Museums Victoria, 2011 (duration: 2 mins 13 secs) 
Game of His Life: Ange Postecoglou 
Australian Story, ABC, 2025 (edited clips) (duration: 2 mins 55 secs)

Interactive 
Description 
There is a wall dedicated to leaving your own message about football, with large text designed to look like football collector cards asking, “What is your football story?”. There is a movable seat and a bench for visitors to write a message on their own card, which they can then slot onto a display on the wall.



