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PrEvious OpinioNs oF TiME [KQUIVALENTS.

[n the earlier days of paleontological work in Victoria, the
conclusions as to the age of the rich Tertiary faunas of southern
Australia®* were necessanly fonnded on limited evidence, derived
from an imperfectly-known series of fossils. The palacontology of
these beds had then been scarcely touched by systematic workers,
so that the small number of species available for purposes of com-
parison. both in relation to the question of local stratigraphical
sequence and the wider one of correlating them with the well-studied
Tertiary faunas of Europe, rendered a solution of the problem one
of great difficulty.

"The first effort at correlation was made by Sir A. R. C. Selwyn n
1854, who, iIn a “ Report on the Geology, Palxontology, and
\lmemlorry of the Country situated between 1\lelbomne Western
Port Bay, Cape Sclnnc]\, and Point Nepecan,”f stated, “ Both the
clay and limestone ” [of the Mornington beds = Balcomblan] ‘are
very rich in fossil remmains, and both in general lithological character,

* By southern Australia it is intended to include the States of South Australia and Victoria,
which have a community of facies in Tertiary stratigraphy. This explanation i3 necessary
from the fact that localities in Victoria have often been crroneously referred by European
palzontologists to South Australia.

1 Parl. Papers, 1854-55, vol. i.
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