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FIL.ORA OIF THE MUD ISLANDS, PORT PHILLIP BAY.
By James L. Willis, I3.8c., National Il erbarium, South Yarra.

INTRODUCTION.

Although the Mud Islands were visited as early as 1803, no one
seems to have made any record of the flora until Mr. A. G. Camp-
bell paid a visit on December 27, 1906. Mr. Campbell’s list of
species was published hy A. II. E. Mattingley in the Victorian
Naturalist XXI1V, 12 (May, 1907); it included 20 indigenous
plants and 3 naturalized alicus, but no eryptogams. Mr. Matting-
ley mentions two other plants, viz. Halophila ovalis and Mesem-
bryanthemumn aequilaterale, not listed by Campbell.

By courtesy of the Dircctor, National Museun, Melbourne, the
writer was enabled to visit this area on November 30, 1945. Only
four hours were spent ashore; but in that time he walked com-
pletely around the island group, at the same time traversing most
of some 200 acres that remain permanently above high tide level.
The vascular flora was increased to 30 native and 10 introduced
plants, and, although ten of Campbell and Mattingley’s record-
ings were not observed on this occasion (these are indicated by
smaller type in the catalogue that follows), 9 indigenous flowering

plants, 7 alien weeds, 9 lichens and 5 mosses were added to their
list.

Princiran PPranT COMMUNITIES

Mud Islands vegetation displays no feature of unusual interest
and is, as might be expected, almost identical with that of the
neighbouring coastline—e.g. Swan Island, Queenscliff, just over
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MYOPORACEAE
Myoporum
tusulare R.Br.—Marsh (one
tree on sandy rise).

CUCURBITACEAE
*Cucuwnis
myriocarpus Naud.—Dune, Guano
(common).

COMPOSITAE
Olcaria axillaris F. v. M.—(N.W.)
Heclichrysum cinereum (Labill.)
F. v. M.—(N.W))
Calocephalus Brewnii (Cass.) F. v.
M.—(N.W)

*CARDUUS
pycenocephalus Jacq.—Dune (Pro-
ably the ‘““C. lauccolatus’’ of
Campbell).

*SONCIHUS.
oleraceus 1.—Shell (S.E.)

CRYPTOGAMS

(excluding Alge)
Musct
Ccratodon purpureus (L)
bare sand.
Tortella

Brid.—

calycina (Schwgr.) Dixon—Dbare
sand.
Tortula
papillosa Wils.—on Leucopogon
trunks.
Zygodon
minutus C. Mill. et Hampe—on
Leueopogen trunks.
Bryum
trancorum Brid.—humus under
Lcucopogou.
Lichenes
On trunks and branches of Leu-
eopogou.
Parmelia
raperata Ach.
perforata Hook.
Physcia
pulverulenta Nyf.
Ramalina
ealicaris Fr.
Ecklonvi Mont.
Teloschistes
chrysophthalmus Th.Fr.
parietinus (T..)—also on other
wood and rocks.
On Guano rocks:
Lecanora
umbrina Massal.
Candelariella
vitellina Miill-Arg.





