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NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN RIIOPALOCIKRA WITIL
DESCRIPTIONS O NIKW SUBSPECIES AND LIRE
HISTORIES

By A. N. Burns, B.Sc., Entomologist,
National Musewm of Vicloria

Iamily HESPERIDAE
Subfamily TRAPFKZITINAK
Hesperilla flavescens flauveseens Whs.
and

Hesperilla flavescens flavia Whs.

H. donnysa flavescens Whs. and . downysa fluvie Whs. were
desceribed by Waterhouse (1927, 1941) as geographical races of
H. downyse Hew. II. donuyse donnyse [lew. was described in
1868 by llewitson {rom speeimens reputed to come from Moreton
Bay, Queensland. This is elearly set out by Waterhouse (1937).
Waterhouse expresses a doubt as regards Moreton Bay being
the correet locality but, on a visit to Ingland some years ago,
cstablished the fact that l1lewitson did receive his castern Aus-
trahan material from near Brisbane. ff. donnyse is not a common
butterfly in southern Quecensland and northern New South Wales.
Its distribution extends through south - castern, southern, and
south - western Australia, where it has developed a number of
geographical races. These are all listed by Waterhouse (1941)
and may be annexed to the following regions:

II. donnysa donnyse Hew. The coastal portion of New South Wales about 40

miles south of Sydney to the Neweastle area.

H. donnysa icaria Whs. (1941). The northern race, from a point north of
Newecastle to the Richmond River (N.S.W.), Burleigh Ieads, and
Brisbane, including Stradbroke Island, Queensland.

H. donnysa samos Whs. (1941). Apparently confined to the Blue Mountains,
where it is a common butterfly at an altitnde of 2000-3000 ft. A dark
race slightly smaller than icaria.

I. donnysa patmos Whs. (1941). Far ecastern Victoria, throughout Gipps-
land, the Dandenongs, parts of eoastal Victoria (Inverloch, 1frankston,
Dromana), parts of the Western Distriet, inland at Ararat, and the
Grampians.

H. donnysa aurantic Whs, (1927). At present this is the only race named
from Tasmania, where it occurs freely near [Iobart (on Mt. Welling-
ton) and other localities on the island.
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