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MEDUSAE COELENTERATA

By R. V. SoutHcoTT

Honorary Zoologist, South Australian Museum

Abstract

A small collection of medusae was submitted from the Survey. This contained three
species of Scyphomedusae, namely Cyanea capiliata (Linné, 1758), Catostylus mosaicis (Quoy
and Gaimard, 1824) and Pseudorhiza haeckeli Haacke, 1884, and one species of Hydro-
medusae, Bougainvillia ramosa (Beneden, 1844), The last two species have not previously

been recorded from Port Phillip Bay.

Introduction

A small collection of medusae submitted
from the Survey comprised only four species,
all previously known from the Indo-Pacific area,
three being Scyphomedusae and one belonging
to the Hydromedusae. A small amount of
additional material of two species, Catostylus
mosaicus (Quoy and Gaimard, 1824) and
Cyanea capillata (Linné, 1758), from Port
Phillip Bay has been included in this report;
both were collected for other purposes during
the period of the survey. Reference to the
specimens of the latter species has becn made
by Kramp (1965: 260-1). The other two
species arc Pseudorhiza haeckeli Haacke, 1884,
and Bougainvillia ramosa (Beneden, 1844),
which have not previously been reported from
Port Phillip Bay. All specimens examined by
the author are given a serial number, prefixed
by A, as a means of ready reference to notes
made at the time of examination. These numbers
have been placed immediately after the station
numbers in the list of material. They are also
used to identify individual specimens in the
text.

Diameters are measured to the lappet edges
(unless otherwise specified), the specimen being
gently compressed by a piece of clear plastic
enough to enable measurement. As specimens
in preservative are not always perfcctly circular,
all larger specimens are measured in more than
one diameter and the figures averaged.

Order SEMAEOSTOMEAE L. Agassiz, 1862
Family CYANEIDAE L. Agassiz, 1862

Cyanea Péron and Lescur, 1809
Cyanea capillata (Linné, 1758)
PL. 1, figs. 1-4; Pl 2, figs. 1-4.
Synonymy (part).
Cyanae auanaskala Lendenfeld, 1882a: 465.

Cyanea capillata Stiasny and Maaden, 1943: 242,
244, 250. Cleland and Southcott, 1965: 149, 152.

Kramp 1961: 332-3; 1965: 260. For further
synonymy see Kramp 1961, 1965 as quotcd.)

MATERIAL: Survey Area 20 (124), A 705
A, B. 2 specimens A. disc diam. 117 mm; B.
disc diam. 116 mm; A 1131 1 juvenile speci-
men disc diam. 30 mm. Area 55 (intertidal
Mornington 9 June 1963) 1 spccimen disc diam.
77 mm, R. Southcott Coll.; Area 7 (Elwood
Beach, coll. S. Wiener, 2 Jan. 1961) A 457
(3 specimens). The Elwood Beach material
was studied by Kramp 1965: 260-1, who re-
corded the specimens with a disc diam. of 37
and 85 cm respectively. Dr Wiener recorded
(pers. comm.) that these jellyfish had been
plentiful at Elwood Beach during the summer
of 1960-61, adding ‘The tentacles of some
specimens were 3-4 feet (1-1:3 m) long. Many
jellyfish had no or very short tentacles . . . the
tentacles caused pain, itchiness and erythema
lasting for a few hours. [The medusae] are
purple but the colour soon fades when they
are rcmoved from the sea”.
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