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Abstract

Milledge. G.A.. 1997. A new specics of Progradungula Forster and Gray (Arancae: Gradu-
ngulidac) from Victoria. Afemoirs of the Museum aof Victoria 56(1): 65-68.
Progradungula otwayensis, sp. nov.. from the Otway Ranges in Victoria is described and

notes on its biology are given.

Introduction

Progradnngula carraiensis Forster and Gray
from north-eastern New South Wales and
Macrogradungula moonya Gray from north-
castern Queensland are the only two cribellate
species of the primitive araneomorph family
Gradungulidae currently known. P. carraiensis
is only known from the type locality, Carrai Bat
Cave in New South Wales (Gray, 1983),
although Gray (Forster et al., 1987) suggcsts it
may be slightly morc widespread. M. moonya is
known from the Boulder Crcek region, ncar
Tully in Quecnstand (Forster et al., 1987).
Recent collceting in the Nothofagus forests of
Otway Ranges in Victoria has revealed an
undescribed species of Progradungula occurring
at a number of sites.

Morphological descriptions are of the holo-
type male. For comparative purposes descrip-
tive terminology and form follow Forster et al.
(1987), except for leg spination which follows
Platnick and Shadab (1975). Moran (1985),
when describing Gradungula brindabella (now
placcd in Kaiya), noted thc asymmetrical distri-
bution of the leg spines in that species and
adopted a simplified notation as a result. As the
species described here displays a similar asym-
metrical spine distribution, numbers and pos-
itions of leg spines given are those of the right
legs only and should be taken as an approxi-
mation rather an absolute. Measurements are in
millimetrcs. All material is houscd in the
Musecum of Victoria (NMV).

Progradungula Forster and Gray

Progradungula Forster and Gray. 1979: 1053, Type
species Progradungula carraiensis Forster and Gray.
by original designation.

Diagnosis. See Forster et al. (1987) for diagnoses
of this and other gradungulid genera.
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Progradungula otwayensis sp. nov.
Figures 1-3

Maierial examined. Holotype: &, Victoria, Otway
Ranges. Aire Crossing Track, 0.5 km N of Aire River
crossing. 38°42°S, 143°29’E, 31 Jan 1995, Gi. Milledge.
K3260 (NMV).

Paratypes: Vic. 3 d juvs., | ¢juv. same data as holo-
type, K3261; 2 ¢ juvs.. Otway Ranges, Young Creck
Rd. 0.2 km NE of Ciancio Creeck crossing, 38°42°S,
143°29°E, 31 Jan 1995. G. Milledge, K3262: 3 juvs.,
Otway Ranges, Phillips Track, 0.5 km N of Triplet
Falls, 38 °40’S, 143°29’E, 30 Jan 1995, G. Milledge,
K3263: 3 juvs.. as above except 20 Feb 1992, K2473—-
5: 1 juv.. as above except 17 Mar 1992, K2476; | juv.,
Otway Ranges, Maits Rest, 10 km W of Apollo Bay,
38°45’S. 143°19’E, 20 Feb 1992. G. Milledge, K2477
(allNMV).

Etymology. Specific name refers to the region
where this species has been collected.

Diagnosis. This species can be separatcd from P.
carraiensis by the presence a single parembolic
process on the male palpal embolus.

Description. As in P. carraiensis except as fol-
lows. Carapace 5.42 long, 3.98 wide. Abdomen
5.40long, 4.75 wide. Colour: carapace pale fawn
except for orange-brown eyc region and pale
grey patch anterior to fovea, chelicerae dark
brown; abdomen light mauvish grey with palcr
mid-dorsal stripe on anterior half and 3 pairs of
paledorsolateral chevrons on posterior half; legs
pale fawn proximally becoming darker brown
distally, Eye sizes and intcrdistances: AME0.15,
ALE 0.29, PME 0.25, PLE 0.25. AME-AME
0.18, AME-ALE 0.26. PME-PME 0.26, PME-
PLE 0.31, ALE-PLE 0.08; MOQ length 0.69,
front width 0.48, rear width 0.76. Cheliceral
stridulatory arca small. similar to that of Aacro-
gradungula (Davies, 1993). also present in juv-
eniles but Icss well developed. Chcliceral groove
with 4 large promarginal tecth and 3-4 much
smaller retromarginal denticles. Labium 0.69
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