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Abstract

Field, R.P.,

1999. A new species ol Ogyris Angas (Lepidoptera: Lycacnidac) from southern

arid Australia. Memaoirs of Musewm Victoria §7: 251 259,
Ogvris subtervestris sp. nov. s deseribed with the nominal subspecies €. s, subterrestris ssp.,
nov. from northwestern Victoria and the subspecies Ogyvris subterrestris petrina ssp. nov. [rom

near Kalgoorlie, Western Australia.

Adults, male and temale genitalia, and Tirst instar farvae

are figured and characters to distinguish adults and larvace ol Ogveis subterrestris from €. idmo

Fewitson are discussed.

Introduction

The genus Ogyris Angas, is an Australasian
genus in the tribe Ogyrini (Eliot, 1973; Edwards,
1996). There are 15 described species in the
genus, 12 oceurring in Australia and three in
Papua New Guinca. Ol the Australian species, the
larvac of ten are known to feed on mistictoes
(Loranthaccac), and onc feceds on the root para-
sitic plants in the genera  Choretrum  and
Leptomeria (Santalaccac). The remaining species

is Ogyris idmo (Hewitson), the largest and one ol

the rarest species in the genus. The lile history
ol this speeices is unknown but the larvice are pre-
sumed to be predatory on ants (Field, 1997).
Many specics of Ogyris have an obligatory asso-
ciated with ants whercas the others have a lacul-
tative relationship. For speeies in which the life
history is known, these associations are presumed
o be mutualistic. By day the larvae shelier with
the ants in crevices, under bark or underground,
cmerging at night with ants in attendance, to Teed.
The larvac will usually pupate in these same or
sheltered sites nearby.

Populations of O. idmo show differing wing

colours and patterns, and morphologically (wing
shape, antennal — segments) 1t s a  very
variable species. It has been collected  1rom
western Vicetoria, southern South Australia, and
southwestern Western Australia, Trom Cape Arid
National Park to ncar Geraldton, Few specimens
have been recorded outside Western Australia
since 1950 but recently the species has been
locally common near Perth, and at Cape Arid
National Park (Ficeld, 1990, 1992) and it has
been  rediscovered in South Australia (Hunt
ctal., 1998). Specimens Trom Mildura (Victoria),
Broken il N ew South Wales) and  ncar
Kalgoorlic (Western Australia), initially incor-
porated within the . idmo complex, are here
described as a new species ol Ogyris with two
new subspecices.

Material  examined is  stored in Muscum
Victoria, Mclbourne (NMV), South Australian
Muscum, Adelaide (SAM), Australian™N ational
Inscet Collection, CSIRO, Canberra (ANIC),
Australian - Muscum  (AM),  Natural history
Muscum London (BMNI1) and the private collec-
tions ol the author (RPIC), R. Hay (R1IC), M.
Moore (MMC), and B4 1. Vardy (BHVC).

Key to females of Ogyris idmo (Hewitson) gronp

. Upperside of forewing with 2 black bars at proximal end ol postmedian
ercam pateh and with subapical region to distal end of postmedian cream

patch dark brown..........
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== Upperside ol forewing with hlack patch at proximal end of postmedian
crcam patch and with subapical region to distal end of postmedian cream

patch black...................
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