
 
 

Wild: Amazing animals in a changing world 
 

Worldwide biodiversity 

Begin this trail looking over the balcony from Darwin to DNA into Wild. 

While looking from the balcony, consider the following: 
 
Are there any animals that stand out from the rest? How could you account for this? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

The animals are grouped according to region: (from L→R) Afrotropic, Neotropic, 
Nearctic, Arctic, Palearctic, Indo Malay, Antarctica, Australasia and Oceania. 
 
Are there any animals that appear to have relatives in other world regions? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Is there a certain ‘look’ to many of the animals in a particular region? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
How could these similarities be accounted for? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Behind you in Darwin to DNA… 

Locate the songbirds in the back corner with the sign ‘Evolution in Action: Looks 
can mislead’. 
 
What common error played a part in the classification of animals prior to the 
discovery of DNA and DNA sequencing? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Head down the stairs towards the lower level of Wild, stopping at the 
first landing/balcony. 

To your left is the Red Kangaroo. Immediately above its head is Bennett’s Tree 
Kangaroo and the Huon Tree Kangaroo is on a branch above that. 
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How are the 3 kangaroos different? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
How are they similar? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
In front of your feet is an Emperor Penguin with a chick on its feet.  

 
What category of adaptation is this? 
___________________________________________________ 

 
Penguins have counter current blood flow in their feet to keep 
them from freezing. 
 
What category of adaptation is this? 
___________________________________________________ 

 

Continue to the bottom of the stairs. 

On your right are a range of small mammals. 
 
What do you notice about their colour? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
How could this be explained? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Russian Desman is a member of the mole family. It is the small mammal on the 
rock with the long nose and tail.  
 
Draw a sketch of the Russian Desman, label its features and predict their functions. 
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Behind you are 6 members of the cat family. They are different sizes and have 
different coat colours and patterns. 
 
What might account for these differences? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Would all 6 cats share the same diet? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Locate the Polar Bear. It lives in very cold climates, mostly 
above the Arctic Circle.  
 
What adaptations does it have for coping with cold 
temperatures? 
__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 
Identify 3 other animals in Wild that are likely to live in cold 
climates. Justify your choices. 
 
____________________because_________________________________________

____________________because_________________________________________

____________________because_________________________________________ 

 
Locate the Giant Armadillo to the left of the Polar Bear.  
 
Members of the armadillo family are known for using the leathery skin on its back as 
armoured plates to defend themselves against predators. 
 
Identify 3 other animals that also use plates as armour. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Identify 3 alternative defensive structures and/or strategies, giving examples of each. 
__________________________________________e.g.______________________ 

__________________________________________e.g.______________________ 

__________________________________________e.g.______________________ 

 
Locate the Indian Rhinoceros and the Javan Rhinoceros. Despite their obvious 
size difference they are members of the same genus. 
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Describe the factors threatening their survival. 
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 
Under the Emperor Penguin are 2 extinct species. 
 
Describe the reasons for their extinction. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
To the right of the information panel for Australasia, Oceania and Antarctica are a 
range of small mammals. Compare them to those you examined from Eurasia. 
 
How are they similar? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
How are they different? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Under the Southern Elephant Seal is a display of Victoria’s bird life. 
All the birds have slightly different beaks due to the food source and how they 
acquire their food. 
 
Identify a bird that has a beak suited to: 
 

 Name of bird Sketch of beak 

Breaking up seeds and nuts 
 

 
 
 

 

Tearing meat 
 

 
 
 

 

Drinking nectar 
 

 
 
 

 

Filtering water from small 
organisms 

 

 
 

 
 

Getting into tight spaces 
 

 
 
 

 

Digging deep into sand or 
soil 
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Locate the Echidna and Platypus behind you in the Victorian Birds and Animals 
display. 
 
What is it about these species that means they are often described as ‘special’ or 
‘unique’? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
In the same display are 5 extinct species. You have probably never heard of them. 
 
What factors contributed to their extinction? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
How might council regulations for pets have been beneficial? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


