
 
 
 

Wild: Amazing animals in a changing world 
 

Victorian environments 

Begin this trail watching the time lapse video of the Alps. 

 

THE ALPS 

Describe the abiotic and biotic features of the alpine region shown in the time lapse 
video. Consider temperature, rainfall, opportunities for shelter, and types of plant life 
(Grasses? Trees? Large or small leaves? Herbaceous or woody?) 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

How large are the animals listed as ‘at risk’ on The Alps information panel?  
Baw Baw Frog, Alpine Water Skink, Mountain Pygmy Possum and Stirling 
Stonefly. Do you think their size contributes to their survival status? Explain. 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain how it is possible that the Mountain Pygmy Possum is freezing to death 
due to global warming.  
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Watch the video on The Alps located in the information panel. 
 
Do you need to modify your answer about the Mountain Pygmy Possum? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Go around the left of the time lapse video to the Dry Forest section. Notice the 
animals above you on the ‘trees’. 
 

DRY FOREST 

Look at the maps on the information panel. 
 
What percentage of Victoria did dry forests occupy before 1750? And now? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

What are the 2 main reasons for tree-felling during the last 150 years? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Watch the video Wildlife connections.  
 
Why do dry forest areas make good farms when cleared? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

What is special about ironbark trees? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

How would planting areas to link isolated patches of forest be helpful for a bird? Can’t 
it just fly from one patch to the next? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Watch the video Homes among the gum trees. 
 
Nest boxes are an example of a very successful human impact.  

 
What natural feature are nest boxes trying to copy? 
________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
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Which animals benefit from nest boxes? Why? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

What information is able to be collected from nest boxes? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Watch the video Fire in the forest.  
 
How have Victoria’s forests evolved with fire? 
________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Explain how fire can be good for forests. 
________________________________________________

________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Explain how fire is changing with climate change. 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Examine the animals in the display of the forest floor. 
 
How are these animals important to the food web within the forest? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

What impact would fire have on the forest floor and hence the forest food web? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Watch the video Water for the river and the forest. 
 
River Red Gums and their habitats, the wetland forests, rely on regular flooding for 
all species to survive and flourish. 
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Why is flooding no longer regular? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

How does grazing by livestock such as cows affect the river banks? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Locate the Murray Cod.  
 
What is so special about the Murray Cod? 
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

 
How can its survival status of vulnerable be explained? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Locate the Bush Stone-Curlew. 
 
The Curlew likes to nest on the ground, often next to fallen logs. It prefers a sparse 
understorey for spotting predators but branches and plant debris on the ground for 
camouflage. The Curlew tends to crouch down or ‘freeze’ rather than fly away when 
predators are near. 
 
What structural adaptations does the Curlew have for living in a dry forest? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

The Curlew is considered endangered in Victoria. Historically, the Curlew was 
sighted in groups of up to 100 at a time. Today it is unlikely to see more than a pair of 
Curlews in the one location. 
 
How can this decline in population be accounted for? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Turn around to face the Coastal Wetlands section. 
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COASTAL WETLANDS 

Watch the video of Jo Oldland, Birds Australia in the information panel. 
 
Sketch 3 structural adaptations of shorebirds. Give an example of a bird for each. 
 

Adaptation Example 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Banding and flagging has been used in the past to track the paths of migratory 
shorebirds.  
 
What is used more commonly now? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

The Bar-tailed Godwit travelled the longest recorded distance for nonstop flight.  
 

How far was it?  
_________________________________________________  
 
How long did it take? 
_________________________________________________ 
 
Look at the large photograph behind the interactive table. 
 

Explain how people could think that this is simply wasteland rather than a thriving 
ecosystem. 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Why are coastal wetlands more likely to be built upon than areas further inland? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Complete the wetlands interactive activity which tracks 
the migration of the Red-necked Stint from Victoria to 
Siberia. 
 
Describe the stages involved in the migration and 
hence the interactive activity. 
____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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List the factors that impact their migration and survival. 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

For each of the factors above, identify them as either abiotic (A) or biotic (B). 
 
Describe 3 ways people can help to conserve coastal wetlands. 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Move around the corner to the left of the interactive bird migration table. 

GRASSLANDS 

Read the information panel then explain in your own words how native grasslands 
differ from cleared forest grasslands. 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Why would native grasslands appeared so attractive to many early settlers? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

What is threatening the small pockets of remaining native grasslands today? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

The Striped Legless Lizard is an endangered species 
due to the decimation of native grasslands in Victoria.  
 
Suggest 2 reasons why very few people would know 
about its plight, while many might know about that of 
orang-utans, pandas or koalas. 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Move to the Mallee section in the corner on your right. 

MALLEE 

Use the information panel to explain how the abiotic and biotic components of the 
Mallee differ from dry forests. 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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The small multi-stemmed eucalypts of the Mallee have adaptations to bushfires to 
increase their chances of survival.  
 
Identify the adaptation and explain how it would be beneficial. 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Watch the video of Dr Joe Benshemesh, La Trobe University in the information 
panel. 
 
Give 2 examples of external sources of heat that may be used by relatives of the 
Malleefowl to incubate their eggs. 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
What method of incubation does the Malleefowl itself employ? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

What method of incubation do most bird species employ? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Feel the eggs in the display behind you. They are heated to the same temperature 
they would encounter in the Malleefowl mound. 
 
Look around the different corners of the glass display cabinet.  
 
Draw a quick sketch of the Malleefowl, labelling structural adaptations related to its 
nesting habits. 
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Which of the animal(s) in the display may be considered predators to either the adult 
or its eggs? Explain. 
____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

 
The male Malleefowl is responsible for building and maintaining the nest. The 
female lays the eggs in the mound then leaves the male to monitor the temperature 
during incubation. Once the eggs hatch, the young are left to fend for themselves, 
relying on instinct and innate (‘born with’) knowledge. 
 
Explain how this behavioural adaptation of the Malleefowl might help the survival of 
the species. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Explain how this behavioural adaptation might cause the young Malleefowl to be in 
more danger. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 


