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Note about student activities:  
The student activities provided can be used for excursion preparation (Pre-visit) 
and/or to follow and build on the excursion experience (Post-visit). 
 

Documentary making (Activity 7) is a great way to engage students while on an 
excursion: Note that some preparation is required prior to the excursion, filming and 
final research will occur at the Museum, and editing will take place after the visit. This 
activity encourages students to take responsibility for their time, actions and learning 
at the Museum.  

A story board template, a team agreement/contract, a work log and an assessment 
rubric to assist this activity are provided as a separate PDF document. 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/MelbourneMuseum/Education/�


Wild: Amazing animals in a changing world 
Secondary teacher notes 

 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/MelbourneMuseum/Education/  3 
 

Teacher notes 

Organising your excursion 

This education kit provides teachers with resources to plan a successful class visit to 
the Wild: Amazing Animals in a Changing World exhibition at Melbourne Museum. 
 
Wild: Amazing Animals in a Changing World features a diverse range of mammals, 
birds and reptiles, and is able to be used as an exciting teaching resource. Students 
can view hundreds of animal specimens from the side, and from above and below. 
Immersive experiences and multimedia exhibits allow students to explore the degree 
to which these animals have been able to adapt to their changing environments. 

The exhibition, together with education programs and resources, will enhance 
student learning in Science and support other domains of the Victorian Essential 
Learning Standards (VELS), particularly Geography, Maths and English in the Upper 
Primary and Secondary Years.  

 

Please note 
Wild: Amazing Animals in a Changing World is a long term exhibition at Melbourne 
Museum.  
 
The museum is open from 10am to 5pm each day.  
 
Bookings are essential for all groups: Telephone 1300 130 152 
 
 
Free entry 
Subscribe to MVteachers – the only way to get free teacher entry to Melbourne 
Museum. Join at: http://museumvictoria.com.au/Education/MVteachers/  
 
 

Main themes 

Victorian vertebrates 
Victoria has many distinctive natural environments, each with a diversity of birds, 
mammals, reptiles and frogs. Human activities have changed these environments 
and continue to impact on the ability of some animals to thrive. 
People changing the world 
Today, more than at any other time in history, we see the Earth as a whole. From this 
global view we can see that people have changed the planet. These massive 
changes are endangering animals, plants and the ecological systems that support 
life. We are at a critical point in history and the directions we take today will 
determine the future of the planet. 
For information about the exhibits in Wild: Amazing Animals in a Changing World, 
visit the exhibition web pages at: http://museumvictoria.com.au/wild  
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Floor plan 
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How to make the most of learning in museums 

Research suggests that school students will learn more in a museum if: 
• Pre-visit preparation takes place, for example pre-visit lessons, orientations 

and assessment of students’ prior knowledge. 

• Planning and preparation of concepts to be investigated with students takes 
place. 

• Curiosity is encouraged and some student choice and control over their 
learning experiences is taken into account. The experience should be learner-
centred. 

• Teachers are familiar with the museum site.  

• Co-operative small groups are used.  
• The social aspects of learning are taken into account. Teachers should 

encourage students to talk and share ideas about what they are 
seeing/hearing/touching; they should be asking lots of questions. 

• The visit to the museum is integrated into a broader body of student learning 
at the school level and is strongly linked to the curriculum. Follow-up and 
reflective sessions are essential. 

• Both physical and mental rests are available during the visit. 
• Students share their findings in some sort of report or presentation. 

What to bring on the excursion 

• Any materials you would like students to complete while at the Museum 
should be copied prior to your visit. A wide variety of educational materials for 
teachers and students are available to download from our website: 
http://museumvictoria.com.au/wild  

• It may be appropriate for students to bring clipboards, pens/pencils, etc. They 
may also bring cameras for use in certain areas. Please check when booking 
about any restrictions on photography. 

• Student bags should be left on the bus, where possible. Alternatively, bags 
will need to be left at the Schools Entrance in purpose-built trolleys. These 
can be accessed during the visit if necessary. 

• To reduce congestion in the Museum Café, we recommend students bring 
their own food and drink. Consumption of food and drink is not permitted 
outside the designated café areas. School groups generally have lunch out on 
the plaza in front of the museum. 

 
 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/MelbourneMuseum/Education/�
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Curriculum links – Level 5 

Activities in this education kit cover the following areas of the Victorian Essential 
Learning Standards (VELS). For additional links, see 
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/index.html#standards  
 

 Domain Dimensions & Standards 
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Science 

Science Knowledge and Understanding 
Students explain the relationships, past and present, in living and non-living systems, in 
particular ecosystems, and human impact on these systems. They analyse what is needed 
for living things to survive, thrive or adapt, now and in the future. They explain how the 
observed characteristics of living things are used to establish a classification system.  
 
Science at Work 
Students use simulations to predict the effect of changes in an ecosystem. They work 
effectively in a group to use science ideas to make operating models of devices. Students 
identify, analyse and ask their own questions in relation to scientific ideas or issues of 
interest.  
 

 
 
 
Geography 

Geographical Knowledge and Understanding 
Students demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the characteristics of the regions of 
Australia and those surrounding it: Asia, the Pacific and Antarctica. They explain, using 
examples, how the interaction of physical processes and human activities create variations 
within the regions. They use evidence and appropriate geographical language to explain 
contrasts within smaller regions surrounding Australia. Students describe differences in 
culture, living conditions and outlook, including attitudes to environmental issues, in these 
regions. They demonstrate understanding of environmental issues based on inquiry and 
propose ways of ensuring the sustainability of resources. 
 
Geospatial Skills 
Students identify and gather geographical information from fieldwork and organise, process 
and communicate it using a range of written, oral, visual and graphic forms. 
 

 
 
English 

Writing 
At Level 5, students produce, in print and electronic forms, texts for a variety of purposes, 
including speculating, hypothesising, persuading and reflecting. They write extended 
narratives or scripts with attention to characterisation, consistency of viewpoint and 
development of a resolution. They write arguments that state and justify a personal 
viewpoint; reports incorporating challenging themes and issues; personal reflections on, or 
evaluations of, texts presenting challenging themes and issues. 
 
Speaking and listening 
At Level 5, students express creative and analytical responses to texts, themes and issues. 
They identify main issues in a topic and provide supporting detail and evidence for opinions. 
They critically evaluate the spoken language of others and select, prepare and present 
spoken texts for specific audiences and purposes. They use a variety of multimodal texts to 
support individual presentations in which they inform or persuade an audience.  
When listening to others, students ask clarifying questions and build on the ideas of others. 
They identify key ideas and take notes. They show an awareness of the influence of 
audience on the construction and presentation of spoken texts, and of how situational and 
sociocultural factors affect audience responses. 
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VELS curriculum links – Level 6 

 Domain Dimensions & Standards 
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Science 

Science Knowledge and Understanding 
Students explain change in terms of energy in a range of biological, chemical and 
physical contexts. They demonstrate the link between natural selection and evolution. 
They explain the role of DNA and genes in cell division and genetic inheritance. They 
explain how the coordination and regulatory functions within plants and animals assist 
them to survive in their environments. They explain how the action of micro-organisms 
can be both beneficial and detrimental to society. Students apply concepts of geological 
time to elaborate their explanations of both natural selection and evolution, and the 
origin and evolution of the Universe.  
Science at Work 
Students describe the science base of science-related occupations in their local 
community. They use the relevant science concepts and relationships as one 
dimension of debating contentious and/or ethically based science-related issues of 
broad community concern. They demonstrate an awareness of the ways in which 
scientific vocabulary is used incorrectly in the mass media, distinguishing between the 
intended meaning of such terms and their meaning in non-scientific contexts. They 
provide two examples of the work of scientists that demonstrate different approaches to 
developing scientific knowledge or solving a scientific problem.  

 
 
 
Geography 

Geographical Knowledge and Understanding 
Students explain the operation of a major natural system and its interaction with human 
activities. They evaluate the consequences of the interaction and develop a policy to 
address an issue related to it. Students describe global patterns of development from a 
range of perspectives and identify and describe the factors that determine these 
patterns. They analyse development issues and formulate and evaluate comprehensive 
policies, including those for sustainable use and management of resources, to alter 
development patterns at a range of scales. They use evidence based on their inquiries 
and geographical language and concepts. 
Geospatial Skills 
Students accurately interpret information on different types of maps and photographs at 
a range of scales, and use map evidence to support explanations, draw inferences and 
predict associated outcomes. They collect and collate information gathered from 
fieldwork observations and present their findings observing geographical presentation 
conventions. 

 
English 

Reading 
Students read, view, analyse and discuss a wide range of informative and persuasive 
texts and identify the multiple purposes for which texts are created. They explain how 
texts are shaped by the time, place and cultural setting in which they are created.  
Writing 
At Level 6, students write sustained and cohesive narratives that experiment with 
different techniques and show attention to chronology, characterisation, consistent 
point of view and development of a resolution. They write persuasive texts dealing with 
complex ideas and issues and control the linguistic structures and features that support 
the presentation of different perspectives on complex themes and issues. They select 
subject matter and begin to use a range of language techniques to try to position 
readers to accept particular views of people, characters, events, ideas and information. 
They compose a range of other texts, such as feature articles, webpage’s and 
workplace texts. They plan and deliver presentations, sequencing and organising 
complex ideas. 
Speaking and listening 
When engaged in discussion, they compare ideas, build on others’ ideas, provide and 
justify other points of view, and reach conclusions that take account of aspects of an 
issue. In their presentations, they make effective use of the structures and features of 
spoken language to deal with complex subject matter in a range of situations.  
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Websites 

The Wild: Amazing animals in a changing world exhibition at Melbourne Museum 
http://museumvictoria.com.au/wild  
 

Biodiversity 

Museum Victoria’s Bioinformatics site  
(Victoria’s butterflies, snakes, frogs, lizards and mammals) 
http://museumvictoria.com.au/bioinformatics/  
 
Museum Victoria’s Caught and Coloured site 
(Zoological illustrations from Colonial Victoria) 
http://museumvictoria.com.au/caughtandcoloured/  
 
Federal Government - Biodiversity Guide 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/  
 
Victorian Department of Sustainability and Environment 
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/  
 
CSIRO Biodiversity 
http://www.csiro.au/science/Biodiversity.html  
 
WWF – Australia  
http://www.wwf.org.au/  
 
Globio - Global biodiversity education 
http://www.globio.org/glossopedia/Default.aspx  
 

Endangered species 

Currently Endangered species list -  
Dept. of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicthreatenedlist.pl?wanted=fauna  
 
Earth’s Endangered Creatures 
http://www.earthsendangered.com/  
 
IUCN Red List 
www.iucnredlist.org  
 

Animals 

Animal Fact Sheets - ARAZPA 
http://www.arazpa.org.au/Animal-Fact-Sheets/default.aspx  
 
Africam: A virtual safari of Africa 
http://www.africam.com  
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Frogs 

Victorian Frog Group 
http://www.frogs.org.au/  
 

Birds 

The Life of Birds - Sir David Attenborough 
http://www.pbs.org/lifeofbirds/  
 
Bird Identifier - ABC Science 
http://www2.abc.net.au/science/birds/query.htm  
 

Conservation 

Conservation Action Programs - Healesville Sanctuary 
http://www.zoo.org.au/Learning/Programs/Action  
 

National Parks 

Victorian National Parks Association 
http://www.vnpa.org.au/  
 

Environmental Education 

Our Cool School - Victorian environmental education 
http://www.ourcoolschool.org/  
 
The Gould League 
http://www.gould.edu.au  
 
Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative 
http://www.environment.gov.au/education/aussi/index.html  
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