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Hour after hour and day after 
day, they sit or stand together 
and meticulously break 

up rocks. What they are doing is 
carrying out the final step in the 
search for, and the collection of, the 
fossils of dinosaurs and the other 
animals that lived with them in polar 
south-eastern Australia during the 
Early Cretaceous, between 105 and 
130 million years ago.
Who are these people? Exactly what 
are they doing? And what brings them 
to do it?
There are more than 700 individuals 
whose combined efforts, starting in 

1984, have brought to light these 
fossils in what has been dubbed by 
one of them “The Dinosaur Dreaming 
Project”.
When a rock is broken in two, both 
freshly exposed surfaces are carefully 
examined for any trace of a fossil bone 
or tooth. Of necessity searched for in 
this way, bones are commonly split in 
two. In that case, the fossil is exposed 
on both sides and the two pieces 
must be kept together to reassemble 
it in its entirety. It is either removed 
from the surrounding rock or an 
image made of it when still embodied 
within the rock by employing various 

scanning techniques. No trace of a 
fossil being found in the initial split 
- by far the most common outcome
- the process is repeated. This goes
on until either a fossil is found or
the many fragments of the original
rock are reduced to the size of sugar
cubes.
This size is the cut off because one
of the most significant components
of the fossil assemblages are the
remains of tiny mammals that rival
living shrews in size. In addition,
many of the pieces of dinosaur bones
that are found are only slightly larger
than the mammals.

The 

700                      
  Thomas H. Rich (Australia)

Fig. 1. Volunteers breaking up fossiliferous rock in the search for the all too elusive fossils of polar dinosaurs and the animals that lived alongside 
them. (Photograph by Steve Morton.)
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Carl Adams 1
Nicki Agron-Olshina 1
Sarah Alkemade 3
William Alley 1
Trevor Almeida 1
Andrew Anastasious 2
Vicki Anceschi 3
Elaine Anderson 2
Marion Anderson 20
Philip Anderson 3
Rob Anderson 1
Keiichi Aotsuka 6
Helen Arcaro 2
Kate Archdall 2
Olivia Arnold 1
Rebecca Askew 1
Hala Assouad 3
Zeina Assouad 1
Gerry Atkin 2
Charis Atlas 1
Ravile Atlas 1
Julie Aulenback 1
Kevin Aulenback 2
Kerrie Auselbrook 2
Kenji Baba 1
Katch Bacheller 5
Warren Bachelor 1
Jeremy Baker Smith 1
Margaret Baldassa 1
Aiden Banfield 1
Ni. Barton Sanderson 11
Sofia Bartosewiz 1
Gavin Bastiensz 3
Kathleen Bastiensz 1
Trevor Beardsmore 1
Dianne Beevers 1
David Bell 1
Darren Bellingham 17
Robert Bender 1
Allan Berman 2
Shehean Bestel 3
Antoniette Beuche 1
Steven Bianchi 1
Steven Birch 3
Alistair Blaikie 3
Rachel Blakey 2
Ray Blanford 4
Jennifer Blom 1
Mark Blows 3
Melissa Boehm 1
Michelle Bold 1
April Boughton 1
Christina Boundy 2
Sue Bourton 1
Gillian Bowen 2
James Bowler 1
David Bowman 1
Claudia Bowman 1
Karina Bradley 1
Ross Bradley 1
Iris Brailey 2
James Bresnahan 1
Pip Brewer 1
Merice Briffa 1
Julie Brockley 2
Bruce Brown 1
Courtney Brown 1
Helen Brown Wilson 5
Linda Brownscombe 1
Jess Bruce 2
Alby Brugman 1
Connie Brugman 1
Glicoma Bryan 1
Ted Bryan 1
Christopher Bryans 1
Chris Brynes 1
Lucas Buchanan 1
Mark Bulow 1
Ashley Butler 1
Simon Burden 1
Joe Burgess 1
Mark Burrows 1
Mark Burrroughs 1
Jeremy Burton 8
Francoise Bussat 1
Tracey Butcher 2
Karen Butler 1
Damien Byrne 1
Ali Calvey 3
Huugh Calvey 1
Tamara Camilleri 5
Megan Campbell 1
Oliva Campbell 2
Brad Carey 2
Hannah Carle 2
Ture Carlson 1
Laura Carnegie 1

Bree Cawsey 2
Neil Chalmers 1
Bernard Chapligin 1
Paul Chedgey 6
Win Chedgey 6
Andrew Cheesman 2
Kathy Chintoanu 1
Adrian Churkovich 1
Genevieve Cini 3
Giulia Cinquegrana 2
Barry Clarke 2
Kellie Clayton 1
Kim Cleaver 1
Craig Cleeland 1
Mike Cleeland 26
Pip Blackie Cleeland 10
Alice Clement 1
Roger Close 10
Andre Coffa 6
Peggy Cole 18
Rhyllis Collet 1
Michelle Colwell 9
Richard Connelly 1
Chris Consoli 1
Andrew Constantine 2
Geraldine Cook 1
Ian Cook 1
Louisa Cook 1
Martin Cook 1
Maria Copello 1
Caroline Copley 1
Tim Couch 3
Rachel Coulter 1
Cate Cousland 8
Anne Cowan 2
Sally Cowan 3
Julie Cox 1
Amber Craig 5
Karina Craig 1
Aida Crombach 1
Phillip Currie 1
Michael Curry 1
Stuart Cuxton 1
James Daniels 1
Jane Danis 1
Christopher Davey 1
Leeam Davey 1
Sarah Davey 1
Donald Davidson 1
David Davies 1
Shannon Davies 1
Kim Davis Douglas 11j
Gila Davison 1
Michelle Day 1
Bernard de la Couer 2
Jennifer de Pagny 1
Coral Delarue 1
Anthony Dell'Oste 1
David Denney 1
Greg Denney 1
Tess Devine-Hercus 1
Kerensa Dixon 1
Blaire Dobiecki 1
George Dobolovski 1
Michaela Dodyk 1
Bill Doherty 1
Alison Dorman 5
Kathryn Drury 1
Robert Duck 2
D. Duckett 1
James Dunaway 1
Louise Dunaway 1
Lori Duncan 1
Astrid Dunkley 1
Boadie Dunlop 1
Fay Dunn 2
Leo Dwayne 1
Phillip Eagles 1
Peter Edwards 1
Sarah Edwards 8
Eve Eidelson 5
Gilbert Elliot 1
David Elliott 5
Kay Ellis 1
Yeshi Engelbogen 1
Caroline Ennis 14
Geoffrey Ennis 1
Susan Evans 1
Alan Evered 19
Nicole Evered 21
Anne Faithfull 1
Toni-Lee F. Millard 3
Clare Field 1
James Fife 1
Bridget Firth 3
Jerry Fischer 1
Erich Fitzgerald 1

Dirk Fleischer 1
Sue Flere 2
Astrid Fletcher 2
Laurie Fletcher 2
Warrick Foot 2
Rhiannon Foster 1
Nicole Fournie 1
Ben Francischelli 3
Al Fraser 6
Katrina Fry 3
Paula Fuge-Larsen 1
Simon Fulton 1
Priscilla Gaff 9
Kelly Gardiner 1
Norman Gardiner 20
Craig Garrett 1
Claire Garrick 1
Jillian Garvey 3
Tim Gatehouse 3
Ian Gault 1
Lachlan Gault 1
Patricia Gault 1
Torquil Gault 1
Uwe Gelius 1
Draga Gelt 4
Allison Gentry 1
Doris Gerald 1
Wayne Gertz 2
Fabrizio Giabardo 2
Christina Giatsios 2
James Gibbs 3
Dean Gilbert 6
Andrew Giles 3
Amanda Gordon 1
Harry J. Gorman 1
Lauren Graf 1
Rebeccah Graham 1
Ralph Granner 1
Mike Greenwood 10
Mark Griffith 1
Matilda Griffith 1
Amy Grimmer 1
Darren Grocke 1
James Gross 1
Catherine Grundy 1
Maurice Gubiani 3
Melissa Gunter 1
Timothy Hain 1
Andrew Haines 1
Mark Hallinan 1
Scott Handsacker 2
Cindy Hann 12
Greg Hann 1
Holden Hanna 1
Daphne Hardf 1
Marcus Hardie 1
R. Harrison 1
Darren Hastie 5
Chris Hastings 1
Nick Hayes 1
Lee-Anne Henley 1
Dermot Henry 1
Spencer Herd 1
John Herman 5
Nina Hermann 2
Matthew Herne 2
Anthony Hewitt 1
Allen Hey 2
Tony Hill 1
David Hird 1
Dawn Hird 1
Graeme Hird 7
Melissa Hobbs 1
David Hocking 2
Alison Hodge 1
Lois Hodge 1
Robert Hodge 5
Wendy Hofer 1
Rene Hofheins 1
Chris Honrado 1
Bill Hopkins 3
Greg Hore 1
Francesca Hornby 1
Gerry Hubregtse 1
Rachel Hughan 3
Helen Hughes 4
Kay Humble 1
Judy Humer 1
Rebecca Hungerford 1
Deborah Hutchinson 2
Pam Hutchinson 1
Ben Iaquito 1
Matthew Inglis 6
Liz Irvine 1
Doug Ivey 1
Seiji Iwasaki 1
Roger Jaensch 1

Lara Jakica 1
Sara Jakica 2
Roslyn Jamieson 1
Kate Jarvis 1
Caitlin Jay 3
Ljubica Jelicic 1
Rachael Jennings 1
Ian Jesser 4
Bronwyn Jeynes 3
Ann Jobson 1
Peter Jobson 1
Bec Johnson 3
Carl Johnson 1
Ronald Johnson 1
Briana Jones 1
David Jones 1
Merren Jones 1
Robert Jones 1
Walter Joyce 1
Victoria Kaloudis 1
Andre Kangendam 1
Dawn Kanost 2
Jenna Kapaun 1
Fotini Karakitsos 10
Yoshikazo Kasegawa 1
Richard Kay 2
Julia Kayser 1
Ben Kefford 1
Maria Kelly 1
Dean Kemp 1
Greg Kendell 1
Sandra Kennard 1
David Kennedy 1
Gayle Kerr 2
Stephen Kerr 1
Eric Khalif 1
Anant Khimasia 1
Chantelle Kilham 1
Marcus Killerby 1
Graeme King 3
James King 2
Jennifer King 1
John King 1
Robert King 1
Peter Kirkwood 1
Joerg Kluth 4
Wendy Knight 1
Christopher Knoop 1
Ivan Kobiolke 4
Jade Koekoe 3
Heikki Kokko 1
Patricia Komarower 6
Amanda Kool 5
Gerrit Kool 22
Lesley Kool 32
Andrew Koss 1
Jocelyn Krewaz 1
Asako Kumashin 1
Randall Kune 1
Krystal Kung 1
Jozica Kutin 1
Noel Ladelaw 1
Marilyn Laframboise 1
Kyle Lake 1
Val Lamay 1
Tyler Lamb 1
Matthew Lambert 2
Joan Lamond 3
Beverley Lamrock 2
Eric Leach 1
Stephen Learmouth 1
Jo Leary 1
Kerrie Lee 3
Evan Leed 1
Anne Leorke 13
Anna Lichtschlag 1
Anna Liisa Lahtinen 1
Jane Lindsay 2
Miklos Lipcsey 9
Dylan Littlejohn 1
Mark Lockhart 2
Rohan Long 14
Caroline Longmore 1
Madeline Lord 1
Penny Loughran 1
Penny Love 2
Jessica Lye 1
Martin Lyons 1
Melanie Mackenzie 2
David MacMahon 1
Aleck MacNally 1
Richard MacNeill 1
Sharyn Madder 8
Alanna Maguire 12
Adrienne Mallinson 2
Makoto Manabe 1
Gwen Mann 1

Don Manning 3
Hilary Manning 2
Karen Manwaring 1
David Marcollo 1
Chole Marie 1
Wayne Marks 1
Michael Marmack 3
Dru Marsh 9
Linda Joy Marsh 1
Sue Martin 4
Takahito Masuda 2
David Matoe 1
Ryoko Matsumoto 3
John McAllister 1
Marlene McCarthy 1
F. ? McCleod 1
Matt McCurry 1
Fione McDougall 1
J. McEwen-Mason 1
James Reid Macdonald 2
Mary Lee Macdonald 2
Kylie McGanniskin 1
William McInnes 1
Richard McKean 1
Mel McKenzie 1
Fionna McKenie 1
Louise McLaughlin 1
Terry McManus 2
Lois McMillan 1
Greg McNamara 1
Anne McNess 1
Gary McWilliams 2
Sharyn Madder 1
Dani Measday 3
Geoffrey Meek 3
Helen Merritt 1
Gabrielle Metherall 1
Yiota Michaela 1
George Mifsud 1
Lisette Mill 1
Karl Millard 1
Catriona Millen 2
Gregory Miller 1
Dee Milligan 1
Jennie Mills 2
Danielle Mitchell 3
Helen Mitchell 1
Helen Mitchell Wilson 8
Luke Molyneaux 1
Jenny Monaghan 2
Michael Mong 1
John Moore 1
Julie Moore 1
Robert Moore 1
Valda Moore 1
Wendy Moore 1
Larissa Morey 1
Diane Morgan 1
Roger Morgan 1
Shinko Mori 1
Mark Morrison 2
Christine Morriss 1
Sylvia Morrissey 1
Anthony Morton 1
Catherine Moynihan 1
Brian Munro 1
David Munz 1
Jiro Muramatsu 1
Anne Musser 1
Toni Nacha 1
Dale Nelson 2
Margaret Newman 1
Sarah Newsome 1
Hung Nguyen 1
Yvette Ninio 1
Lisa Nink 10
Heather Norman 1
Helen Northam 1
Anne-Marie O'Brien 2
Derrick O'Brien 1
Graeme O'Brien 2
Peter O'Donnell 1
Pat O'Meara 1
Patrick O'Neill 1
Richard O'Neill 1
Richard O'Shields 1
Tomoyuki Ohash 1
Seira Okubo 1
Kerry Olsen 1
Avi Olshina 1
Kevin Orrman-Rossiter 1
Shar. Orrman-Rossiter 1
Josh Orth 1
Harry Osmond 2
Kathryn Owen 1
Tash Pace 1
Helen Padadimitrio 1

Neal Padbury 2
Catherine Pankhurst 2
Matthew Pankhurst 2
Cassia Paragnani 2
Travis Park 4
Fabian Parker 1
Jessica Parker 1
William Parker 2
Judith Parrish 1
Gabby Pavlovic 1
Debbie Peeters 1
Adele Pentland 1
Laraine Peters 1
Sandra Pfeifenberger 2
Helen Phelan 2
David Pickering 19
Kat Piper 2
Robert Piper 1
Trevor Piper 2
Simon Platts 1
Neville Pledge 1
Udo Polzin 2
Barry Poole 2
David Poole 1
Emma Poole 2
Helen Poole 1
Ian Poole 1
Rosalind Poole 5
Stephen Poropat 6
Lesa Poulier 1
Trevor Powell 2
Matthew Power 1
Scott Pownall 1
Pam Proctor 1
Paul Pugliese 1
Brett Pullen 1
Troy Radford 4
Katerina Rajchl 9
Allison Ramsden 1
Nathan Randall 1
Faggotter Ray 1
Gemma Reid 1
Leaellyn Rich 9
Pat Vickers-Rich 9
Tom Rich 15
C. L. Richards 1
Michael Rinnecker 1
Chantelle Roberts 3
David Robinson 2
Lisa Robinson 1
Chava Rodriguez 1
James Rossetti 1
Audrey Rowe 1
Andrew Ruffin 4
James Rule 5
Rosie Rush 1
Russel Ruskin 1
Judith Rutherford 1
Martin Ryan 1
Chisako Sakata 1
Jodi Salmond 3
Nick Sambrooks 1
Jacqui Sanders 1
Dale Sanderson 4
Jon Saul 1
Mareike Schmidt 1
Pauline Schokman 5
Tamara Scholte 1
Remmert Schouten 1G
George Smith 1
Jacquelyn Smith 2
Jeffrey Smith 1
John Smith 1
Katherine Smith 1
Paul Smith 3
Terry Smith 2
Mark Spalding 1
Gordon Spark 4
April Spearing 1
Robert Spicer 1
Tomasina Spina 1
Lara Spine 2
Sue Spine 1
Phillip Spinks 4
Jay Stafford 2
Paul Stathakis 1
Heather Stevens 1
Kate Stevenson 1
Anton Stever 1
Anabelle Stewart 1
Dean Stewart 1
Frank Stewart 6
Ian Stewart 2
Jeffrey Stillwell 1
Volker Stix 1
Andrew Stocker 7
John Stockfield 1

Heather Stuart 1
Pamela Stuart 1
Irene Sturgess 1
Lauren Swann 3
Gavin Swayn 1
Susan Swift 1
John Swinkels 15
Alan Tait 11
Alistair Tait 1
Siew Tan 1
Darren Tanke 1
David Taylor 1
Martin Taylor 1
Nova Taylor 4
Anouska Teunen 2
Kerston Thauer 1
Debby Thiele 1
Geoff Thomas 1
Michael Thomas 1
Elizabeth Thompson 3
Michelle Thompson 1
Cassie Thronley 1
Daniel Timblin 8
Robert Tranter 4
Simon Travers 1
Nancy Trevathlan 1
Constance Trumbull 1
Terese Tue 1
Jacqui Tumney 10
Poppy Turbiak 2
Gabriela Turcu 2
Wendy Turner 8
Dianne Tweedale 3
Alex Umbers 1
Ellie Urruita-Bernard 1
P. A. Usher 1
Raul Vacca 2
Paul van den Bergen 1
Vincent van der Zee 1
Sanja Van Huet 6
Johanna van Klaveren 2
Nick van Klaveren 27
Hans van Vlodrop 1
Peter van Wyk 1
Ronald Vanderwal 1
Rebecca Veitch 1
Braden Verity 1
Jesse Vitacca 3
Barbara Wagstaff 1
Larry Wakefield 1
Akemi Wakimoto 1
Celeste Walker 1
Keryn Walshe 1
Mary Walters 27
Lindsay Ward 1
Anne Warren 1
Noel Watkins 3
Sinead Weldon 1
Manual Welt 2
Astrid Werner 16
Matt White 1
Wendy White 17
John Whitehouse 1
April Whitelaw 1
Michael Whitelaw 2
Thomas Whitelaw 3
Jonathan Wicken 1
Dulani Wijerantne 1
Russell Wilk 1
John Wilkins 19
Brad Williams 1
Corrie Williams 19¬¬
Catherine Williamson 1
Gavin Williamson 1
Andrew Wilson 1
John Wilson 4
Kathryn Wilson 1
Oliver Wings 1
Monique Winterhoff 1
Helen Wolcott 1
John Wolcott 1
Phares Woods 1
Clare Woof 2
Chris Wright 1
Dean Wright 12
Sean Wright 4
Mai Yabumoto 1
Yoshitaka Yabumoto 3
Kentaro Yamada 1
David Young 1
Lester Young 1
Tim Ziegler 2
Aaron Zurbo 1
John Zurbo 1
Doris Seegets-Villiers 18

Box 1. The slightly more than 700 individuals, almost all volunteers, who have participated in the Dinosaur Dreaming excavations between 1984 and 2019, 
followed by the number of years they attended digs.
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Beginning in 1978, fossil-bearing 
rock has been collected from the 
narrow shore platforms facing the 
Southern Ocean on the south coast of 
the State of Victoria. Three principal 
sites have been worked for more than 
a decade each. Extracting the hard, 
fossiliferous rock in the first place 
has been done by these same people 
in a variety of ways, depending on the 
circumstances of each site.

No doubt it was the word “dinosaur” 
that initially attracted the majority of 
The 700 to the project. Almost none 
had ever participated in a fossil dig 
of any kind in their previous lives, 
much less one focused on dinosaurs. 
To have the opportunity to do so was 
an alluring prospect. 

Had there been a choice, where the 
initial dinosaur dig was carried out was 
the last place of the three locations, 
where major efforts have been made, 
that would have been chosen. Located in 
a small inlet from the Southern Ocean 
that was appropriately named Dinosaur 
Cove, the logistics of recovering fossils 
from there was so daunting that it 
was not the ideal place for only four 
experienced palaeontologists to train 
68 volunteers, aged 7 to 77, in the 
rudiments of fossil collecting. But no 
other site of equal potential was known 
at that time. Although experienced 
myself, I had never been involved in 
cutting an underground adit in hard 
rock, or in anything else for that matter. 
Initially, except for a volunteer mine 
manager and his assistant, no one on 
the crew was experienced with the 
air powered jack hammers and drills 
provided by Atlas Copco.
But learn on the job we did. Working 
around the clock for most of the 16 
maddest days of my life, an area about 
as large as two pay telephone booths 
was literally chipped out of the rock 
face. Night excavation ceased when a 
combination of high seas washing into 
the excavation site plus an electrical 
power failure forced the digging crew 
to climb out of Dinosaur Cove in 
darkness. That they did so when they 
did was fortunate because the next 
morning it was found that most of the 
tools had been washed toward the head 
of Dinosaur Cove by high waves. Others 
were lost at sea never to be seen again.
Out of that small area excavated came 
85 fossil bones, of which a number 
were clearly those of dinosaurs. 
That experience demonstrated that 
dinosaurs could be found at Dinosaur 
Cove if an effort was made. Having at 
the time nowhere else to go in Victoria 
to collect polar dinosaurs and the 
other animals that had once lived with 
them, a full decade would follow with 
excavations at Dinosaur Cove every 
year but one.
Most of those who participated in 
the initial 1984 dig never returned. 
But out of that initial group, a few 
came back year after year. With their 
experience and devotion to the project, 
they formed the initial nucleus of a 
cadre of such people without whom the 
‘Dinosaur Dreaming Project’, as it came 
to be known, could not have happened.
The cadre was never a formal group. In 
fact, the members of it would probably 
blush if ever referred to in that way. 
Rather, they were an informal family of 

Fig. 2. Two examples of the Cretaceous mammals that are the primary objective of the Dinosaur 
Dreaming project. (A) “Gerry’s Jaw”, the informal name given to this tiny fossil, which is the 
lower jaw of a mammal comparable in size to the smallest living mammal, the “bumble bee bat” 
of Thailand, weighing in at two grams. (B) Bishops whitmorei, an enigmatic mammal that may 
be related to placental mammals. (Photograph by Steve Morton.)

Fig. 4. Nicholas (Nick) van Klaveren. As a 
student at the Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology, Nick saw the recruiting poster 
and began his long-time association with the 
Dinosaur Dreaming Project. After graduation, 
he became a gold miner in Western Australia. 
There, Nick acquired much geological and 
practical mining engineering experience that 
he was able to apply in solving problems at the 
second major Dinosaur Dreaming site worked, 
Flat Rocks. (Photograph by ©Peter Menzel/
menzelphoto.com.)

Fig. 3. Recruiting poster seeking volunteers to 
help with the excavations at Dinosaur Cove, 
the first of the three principal sites worked on 
the Victorian coast between 1984 and 2019, 
to find dinosaurs and the other animals that 
lived alongside them.
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people, who returned to successive 
digs year after year and became 
close friends. Those friendships, 
based on a common purpose that 
united them, were the glue which 
held them, and thus the project, 
together. For many, participation in 
a dig each year was something that 
they simply had to do. When a year 
came when a dig was not possible, 
many felt there was a hole in their 
annual calendar.
For some, the commitment to the 
Dinosaur Dreaming Project was not 
only for the time when the dig was 
on. Rather, it became a year around 
commitment. The cadre was typified 
by people who saw a need and 
proceeded on their own initiative to 
fill it. Very rarely did I have to ask 
anyone to do something that needed 
to be done to make the project work. 
And even then, a casual suggestion 
of a need was enough to get one or 
more people to step forward and see 
that the need was filled.
When they needed something that 
extended beyond the time limits 
of an actual dig, there were those 
who took those tasks on as well. 
Sometimes, I was not even aware 
that a need had arisen and had been 
filled by one or more people.

Fig. 5. Lesley Kool. There at the beginning. 
Participation in the first dig at Dinosaur 
Cove whetted Lesley’s appetite so much that 
she volunteered to prepare the resulting 
fossils, that is, to extract them from the 
surrounding rock. Searching for new fossil 
sites with Mike Cleeland and others, she 
jointly found the second principal Victorian 
Cretaceous dinosaur locality, Flat Rocks, 
in 1991. Beginning in 1994, she supervised 
and organised excavations there for 21 field 
seasons. (Photograph by ©Peter Menzel/
menzelphoto.com.)

Fig. 6. Mike Cleeland. Another “discovery” 
at Dinosaur Cove, Mike soon realised that 
his forte was not patiently excavating fossils 
at a known site. Rather it was searching 
for new ones. Persistence in this over more 
than a quarter of a century has led to the 
recognition of more than 30 sites along the 
Victorian coast, where many of the Cretaceous 
dinosaurs occur. Most significant of these was 
the third major Victorian locality, Eric the 
Red West, in addition to Flat Rocks, which he 
found with Lesley and others. An isolated find 
by Mike, which honours both Lesley and him, 
is a crocodilian-like amphibian, Koolasuchus 
cleelandi. (Photograph by Lesley Kool.)

Fig. 7. Koolasuchus cleelandi. A restoration. 
This labyrinthodont amphibian is the last of 
its kind. When found, it was thought that the 
temnospondals, the amphibian group to which 
K. cleelandi belongs, had become extinct in 
the Early Jurassic. Extending the range into 
the late Early Cretaceous meant that Mike had 
increased the known duration of this group by 
80 million years. (Art by Peter Trusler.)

Fig. 9. Wendy White (left) and Mary Walters 
(right) sitting in depressions made by the 
feet of sauropod dinosaurs 95 million years 
ago near Winton, western Queensland.

Wendy is the year around organiser of the 
Dinosaur Dreaming project. Beginning 
with the initial dig at Dinosaur Cove in 
1984, there has always been a summary 
report produced. This has evolved into the 
Dinosaur Dreaming Field Reports. Under 
Wendy’s guidance and editorship, it has 
become far more elaborate and informative. 
In addition to participating in each dig, 
she does much to keep all of the rest of us 
informed about what is going on relevant to 
the project as a whole.

Mary is an “almost ace fossil mammal 
finder”, as she has discovered four of the 
tiny Cretaceous mammals that are the 
central goal of the Dinosaur Dreaming 
Project (to me!), despite its name. She 
jointly discovered a fifth such mammal. This 
is why she considers that she has found four 
and a half of the sought-after mammals, not 
five, which would make her an ace. Having 
once proof read the entire Melbourne 
telephone directory (as a job), Mary lends 
a hand to Wendy while she is putting the 
finishing touches on the Dinosaur Dreaming 
Field Reports. (Photograph by Lisa Nink.)

Fig. 8. John Wilson and Corrie Williams. 
Drillers! Here, these two long term volunteers 
are drilling a series of holes for explosives in 
a tunnel at Dinosaur Cove. Corrie’s job was to 
hold the drill steady when John began each 
hole so the tip remained in the same spot on 
the irregular rock face. Neither of them had 
done anything like this previously. One of the 
many examples of participants learning new 
skills on the job for the project to succeed. 
(Photograph by ©Peter Menzel/ 
menzelphoto.com.)

Fig. 10. The late David Pickering. Dave was, 
like Lesley, a master preparator of the tiny 
mammal jaws that were found from time 
to time. He also organised and ran all but 
the most recent excavation at the Eric the 
Red West site, the final one of the three 
principal Victorian dinosaur sites to be found. 
(Photograph by Lisa Nink.)
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Initially, I was involved directly with 
all aspects of the Dinosaur Dreaming 
Project. But the situation has evolved 
to the point where my role is to identify 
the objective, provide the logistical 
support necessary to carry out the 
objective, and finally to either carry 
out the resulting scientific analysis 
of the discovered fossils myself or 
organise for someone else to do it. 
The cadre now do all the intermediate 
steps, from systematically searching 
for and documenting potential fossil 
sites of interest, to preparing the fossils 
for study, to carrying out the fossil 
excavations with all the organising of 
people and equipment that it entails. 
Finally, an annual report is produced 
by the group intended both for the 
people who carry out the digs and 
the Friends of Dinosaur Dreaming, a 
support group for the project.
If one person were to have put in all 
this volunteer effort that The 700 have 

done, it would have taken them at least 
50 years of effort, seven days a week, 
all year round. So, what has made 
them do it? Yes, the word “dinosaur” 
got them started but surely it could not 
alone have kept them all going for all 
that time? To me, it seems that it was 
a combination of the associations and 
friendships with like-minded people, 
and the thrill of finding a significant 
fossil when you realise that, not only 
are you the first person to lay eyes 
on it, but that without your effort, it 
would be undiscovered.
Had funds been available to hire all this 
human effort, it seems highly unlikely 
that all the enthusiasm, persistence 
and personal initiative, without which 
the project could not have succeeded, 
could have been purchased with mere 
money. Could a more meaningful 
honour be bestowed on anyone than 
to have others deeply desire to help 
them voluntarily in a myriad of ways 
to achieve their life’s most sought-
after goal? The ultimate irony is that 
my primary goal was not to learn 
about polar dinosaurs, but rather the 
mammals that lived alongside them, 
the closest we can know about what 
our ancestors looked like all those 
millions of years ago. Despite having 
learned that this is actually the central 
objective, the cadre still continues to 
help achieve that goal.

Further reading

Rich, T.H. & Vickers-Rich, P. in press. 
Dinosaurs of Darkness. 2nd edition. 
Indiana University Press, Bloomington.
Vickers-Rich, P. & Rich, T.H. 2014.  
Dinosaurs of Polar Australia. Pp. 46-53 
in Dinosaurs! Scientific American Books. 
New York.

Fig. 11. Nicola Sanderson nee Barton holding 
the walnut sized rock she had just found 
containing a fossil mammal jaw, which had 
been my goal for the 23 years since joining 
the staff of Museums Victoria. Besides being 
an important discovery to me, because of her 
discovery, Nicole returned to Australia from 
her home in the UK a number of additional 
times. In doing so, she met her future 
husband, Dale. (Photograph by Lesley Kool.)

Fig. 12. Holotype of the fossil that Nicola 
found, Ausktribosphenos nyktos, after it had 
been removed from the walnut-sized rock.

Fig. 13. Nicole Evered who rightfully takes 
great pride in having discovered the dinosaur 
Qantassaurus intrepidus. (Photograph by 
Wendy White.)

Fig. 14. Restoration of the head of Nicole’s 
dinosaur. Qantassaurus intrepidus had an 
unusually short deep skull for an ornithopod 
dinosaur. It was the “bulldog” of the group. 
(Art by Peter Trusler.)

Fig. 15. If a single image can summarise what all the effort by The 700 has led to, it is this 
painting by Peter Trusler, depicting a winter scene in polar south-eastern Australia during the 
late Early Cretaceous.
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