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[image: Construction staff with a trainload of timber, Walhalla district, 1906]



Celebrating 150 years of railways in Victoria


Since Australia's first steam train made the short journey from Flinders Street to Port Melbourne in 1854, railways have played a key role in Victorian transport. Railways have carried city commuters, farmers' produce, parcels and tourists. They have provided jobs for thousands of Victorians and a social focus for rural and urban communities alike.

This website explores Victoria's rich railway history, drawing on over 1,000 historic images from the collections of Museums Victoria and the Public Record Office Victoria.
 










 



[image: Promotional image: Flinders Street Station overlaid on a map of Victorian Railways, circa 1910]




Making tracks


The expanding railway network








[image: Maryborough Railway Station]




Stations


Exploring stations, sidings and rail yards








[image: The steam-powered locomotive 'Edward Henty', one of the S class locomotives that hauled the 'Spirit of Progress' which ran from Melbourne to Albury, circa 1940. The train is painted golden yellow and royal blue – the colours of Victorian Railways.]




Riding the rails


Travelling by train








[image: Stationmistress and ganger (husband and wife), Thurla Railway Station, circa 1929]




Staff


An overview of the railway workforce








[image: S class steam locomotive no. 300, circa 1927]




Power parade


Looking at locomotives and rolling stock








[image: Accident following a bridge failure at McCallums Creek, 19 August 1909]




Disasters


When things go off the rails




 














About this website

Victorian Railways: Celebrating 150 years of railways in Victoria was a joint project between Public Record Office Victoria, the Department of Infrastructure and Museums Victoria.
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Museums Victoria acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung and Boon Wurrung Bunurong peoples of the eastern Kulin Nations where we work, and First Peoples across Victoria and Australia.



First Peoples are advised that this site may contain voices, images, and names of people now passed and content of cultural significance.

















	









	









	













	









	












Join the mailing list and get the latest from our Museums direct to your inbox.




Sign up now













Museums Victoria







Acknowledgement of First Peoples

Museums Victoria acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung and Boon Wurrung Bunurong peoples of the eastern Kulin Nations where we work, and First Peoples across Victoria and Australia.


Our organisation, in partnership with the First Peoples of Victoria, is working to place First Peoples living cultures and histories at the core of our practice. Visit the Bunjilaka Aboriginal Cultural Centre website for more information.
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Museums Victoria is supported by the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria
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Share your thoughts to WIN






We'd love to hear about your experience with our website. Our survey takes less than 10 minutes and entries go in a draw to win a $100 gift voucher at our online store!
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